maintaining a stake in the future. In the early 1990s, the
government began a programme to shut down and
reclaim mines, with the exception of the Rozné deposit.
In 2005, the government decided to completely end
production and close the last uranium mine at Rozna
by 2008. But two years later, in 2007, the government
reversed its decision - leaving open the possibility of

mining at Rozna, provided that it is economically viable.

This will be assessed by the government every year.
The only company licensed to extract uranium is

Diamo, a state-owned company headquartered in

Straz pod Ralskem. Diamo is charged with producing

uranium concentrate for the nuclear energy sector; the

ecological shutdown of other chemi-

cal mining operations; and conduct-

ing limited coal mining operations.

INDUSTRIAL MINERALS

Fine porcelain and cut crystal are the

global face of the Czech industrial

mineral sector. The most significant

product is kaolin from the Plzen

(Pilsen) and Karlovy Vary Regions, as

well as from Kadar and Podborany.

Other important raw materials are

glass sand, mainly from Strele¢ and

Provodin, feldspar from Haldmky

and Krasno, and clay from the Cheb

Basin and Central Bohemia. There are
substantial reserves and production

of bentonite, limestone and minerals

for cement production. The major

mineral export commodities are kaolin, quartz sand,
limestone, clays, feldspar and dimension stone.

Czech kaolin has a significant place in the global
marketplace, and the country’s open-cast mines are the
source of 3% of the world's annual production. In the past
five years, Czech kaolin has been exported to more than
40 European and non-European countries. Destinations
include nearby countries (Germany, Slovakia, Austria,
Poland and Italy), as well as more distant locations such
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as the United Arab Emirates, Iran,
Bangladesh and Malaysia.
The Czech Republic is one of
the top five feldspar producers in
Europe and has a 3% share of world
production. Feldspar is a growing
export item of the Czech Republic.
The total volume of feldspar exports doubled between
1999 and 2000, and export levels currently stand
at 150,000t/y. Czech feldspar has traditionally been
marketed almost exclusively in Central Europe. By far
the biggest importer is Poland, followed by Hungary,
Germany and Slovakia.
The Doupovské and Ceské stfedohofi Mountains
are home to the country’s highest-quality and largest
bentonite deposits. Formed by the alteration of volcanic
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rocks, a large portion of total production has the high-
est quality rating and is used as a bonding agent in
foundry sand, drilling muds and - in a modern twist

- cat litter.

The biggest traditional markets for Czech bentonite
are Germany and Austria, and since 2007, France. Se-
dlecky Kaolin AS is one of the Czech Republic’s largest
kaolin and bentonite producers.

The Czech Republic has solid reserves of limestone.
Limestone is used for the production of cement,
lime, crushed and milled limestone, including a high
quality micro-milled limestone with a broad variety of
uses, mainly for desulfurisation. The major obstacle to
utilising limestone resources in the Czech Republic is

Continued on page 18
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the fact that most of the limestone-rich reserves are
located in protected - biodiversity-rich - areas. Mining
of limestone is therefore often accompanied by nature
protection issues and conflicts.

CONSTRUCTION MINERALS RIDE ON BOOM
The building boom, highway prioritisation and floods of
recent years have had a favourable influence on Czech
mine production of construction minerals.

Unseasonal flooding in the summer of 2002 kicked
off an increase in the production of construction miner-
als as the nation rebuilt. The floods were caused by
very intense and large-scale rainfall that hit mainly the
southern, central and northwestern parts of the coun-
try, causing enormous damage and losses in all regions.
About 100 towns and villages were completely flooded
and 653 were partly flooded. Total losses are assessed to
be between €2 billion (US$2.8 billion) and €3 billion.

Prague received significant damage from what were
deemed to be the worst floods to hit the capital in 200
years, with significant damage to the Prague Metro
subway system.

A period of economic growth, with substantial
commercial and residential construction, followed the
floods from 2004 to 2008. Consumption of crushed
stone, sand and gravel increased substantially during

the renovation of local infrastructure and road and train
networks.

The Czech Republic has very large geological
reserves of construction minerals — dimension stone,
aggregates (crushed stone, sand and gravel) and brick
clays. The transition to a market economy slashed
production of construction minerals by nearly half at
the beginning of the 1990s, and remained very low
and stable (typically for dimension stone and sand and
gravel) through the 2002 flooding.

CYANIDE BAN HAMPERS GOLD MINING

The Czech Republic does not have any significant
resources of metallic ores - except gold, and to some
extent, tungsten. However, the use of cyanide to extract
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minerals is banned in the Czech Republic, which has
effectively curtailed gold exploration and mining.

The deposit of gold-tungsten ores in Kasperské
Hory is exceptionally large and rich from a European
perspective. It is the most important and prospective
ore deposit in the Czech Republic. The currently high
gold price make the large deposits at the Mokrsko
and Vacikov open-pit mines economically promising.
However, there has been no gold mining in the Czech
Republic since the end of mining operations at the
Krasna Hora Au-Sb depositin 1992, and at the Zlaté
Hory-zépad base metal deposit in 1994.

The most promising gold reserves are in or near pro-
tected nature areas at the Mokrsko and Kasperské Hory
deposits, which is another prohibiting factor.

Veronika Sandovd works for EUROMINES - European Association of Mining Industries, Metal Ores and Industrial Minerals - in Brussels as a communication manager. She is working on
projects related to sustainable development, image and communication issues.
For detailed data from the Mineral Commodity Summaries of the Czech Republic, see CGS-Geofond at www.geofond.cz.
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